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FROM THE EDITOR

Celebrating Advocacy
and the Season
Lauren Tomasich, Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
As we move into the holiday season, and into a spirit of celebration,
our November issue celebrates
advocacy. TAS events across the
country, and abroad, have celebrated our organization and profession in one form or another. In
doing so, TAS members have recognized the diversity of the legal
community, celebrated the different contributions of various groups, and recognized that even with many reasons
to celebrate, we still have work to do to promote inclusiveness and advancement of all advocates and the communities they serve alike.
The TAS development of a Guide for Advocates and others within the legal system that interact with Indigenous

Peoples is a prime example of TAS leading the charge on
this front. Our November issue features an update on the
recent consultation session held with Chippewas of Rama
First Nation in collaboration with the Law Society of Upper Canada and the Indigenous Bar Association. We look
forward to the TAS Guide being published in early 2018!
Women advocates came together for the Biennial
Women in Litigation Symposium this fall, which celebrated the ways that women contribute to our profession
in a unique and phenomenal way. While we do, indeed,
have many reasons to celebrate, this symposium was important in recognizing that challenges continue to exist,
and importantly, TAS is there to facilitate women supporting each other through these challenges.
We also celebrated how advocacy can be creative, dynamic and entertaining with the Stratford Festival Forum
Showcase featuring “The Appeal: Travel Ban on Trial in the
Supreme Court of Stratford”. In this courtroom drama, The
Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin, The Honourable
Thomas Cromwell, and The Honourable Catherine Fraser
delivered spirited and innovative reasons in consideration
of the legality of Prince Escalus’s executive order banishing
Romeo from Verona, which was allegedly made for the sake
of the state’s security. The esteemed panel considered expert evidence from The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, 26th Governor General of Canada who proved to be

Editor: Lauren Tomasich, Ltomasich@osler.com
Contributors: Sabrina A. Lucenti, Bradley Berg, Thomas Milne, Jim Ratis, Laurie Livingstone
Advocacy Matters | November 2017 | Page 1
The opinions expressed by individual authors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policies of The Advocates’ Society

a difficult witness. Sonia Bjorkquist, President of TAS, and
Peter Griffin, past TAS President, were eloquent, creative
and unflappable as counsel.
Another Fall Convention is in the books, and what better way to bring about cheer and collegiality than in Music City! An energetic group of TAS members descended
on Nashville, TN in early November to network, engage
in informative and interactive CPD sessions, and of
course partake in the local music talent and barbeque.
Congratulations to conference co-chairs Lonny Rosen
and Deborah Palter for putting together such a memorable program that captured the spirit of the city, the
society and the profession.
In celebratory spirit, I have been eagerly awaiting the
opportunity to share the words to a song composed by
our very own TAS fall convention attendees, with a little
help and musical talent of Nashville singer/songwriters.
With a view to “inspiring creativity”, the group composed
a song about litigation and objections, which started like
this: “I object to this litigation, I object with great frustration, to your cross examination (and I object to that guy’s
tie)…” I’ve had the song in my head since the convention,
and CPD may never be the same for me again!
So, without further ado, read on to see how we’ve been
celebrating advocacy as we head into this festive season…

Oﬀ to court?

STRATFORD FESTIVAL FORUM SHOWCASE
PHOTO GALLERY - SEPTEMBER 29, 2017

Sonia Bjorkquist, TAS President

The Honourable Thomas A. Cromwell

Create documents by voice!
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Peter Griffin, TAS Past President
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The Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Women in Litigation
Symposium
Sabrina A. Lucenti, Dooley Lucenti LLP
Keynote Speaker Marie Henein

On October 27, 2017, The Advocates’ Society held the 7th biennial
Women in Litigation Symposium
in Toronto. The event was a tremendous success again this year.
Over 250 female litigators from
across the country came together
to listen to esteemed panel members and chairs share their experiences and provide advice on achieving and celebrating success in your career.
This conference is a must for female litigators at all stages
of their career. Lawyers, judges and academics engaged in
honest discussions on how to deal with unconscious bias in
the workplace, diversity in the practice of litigation and how
to make your mark in the courtroom and in the profession.
Between panel discussions, attendees receive how-to
tips from senior litigators on practice development, profile building and self-promotion in musical chairs-style
mentoring groups.
Of course, the conference would not have been complete without keynote speaker Marie Henein.
In all her fierceness, Marie spoke to a crowd of fervent
litigators – both novice and veteran – about being true to

yourself rather than aspiring to be something you’re not.
She so eloquently set the record straight that successful female lawyers can also be superstar moms and that
glass ceilings can be crushed without the need to be accommodated. Marie’s talk empowered the audience to
have faith in their decisions, dispel the myths and, most
importantly, to celebrate their success.
If you were off zealously advocating for your client and missed the conference, here are a few of the
many noteworthy tips from the distinguished panel
members and chairs:
• be a mentor – look out for young lawyers by being a champion;
• encourage a workplace that fosters equality and
discourages gender biases;
• be the voice of young lawyers if the situation
warrants intervention;
• prepare for difficult conversations such as a promotion or vying for complex cases;
• say yes to everything you can reasonably manage; and
• master the maternal and then spend time on
yourself and your career. You’ve earned it.
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CELEBRATING ADVOCACY

TAS Shows Continued
Commitment to Indigenous
issues and Reconciliation
Left to Right: Bradley Berg, Blakes LLP
Thomas Milne, Nahwegahbow Corbiere Genoodmagejig
Jim Ratis, Nahwegahbow Corbiere Genoodmagejig

In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) released its final report which, among other things,
called upon the legal profession to ensure that lawyers receive appropriate cultural competency training with respect
to Indigenous Peoples and communities.

In response to the TRC’s Calls to Action, Indigenous issues and Reconciliation became a focus of The Advocates’
Society (TAS), and one thing that came out of that was the
development of a Guide for Advocates and other players
in the legal system who may be acting for or interacting
with Indigenous Peoples. The Guide consists of a mixture
of educational material, cultural competence information
and practical “how-to” guidance for working with Indigenous Peoples and communities.
On October 23, 2017, TAS hosted a consultation session at Casino Rama (Chippewas of Rama First Nation)
in collaboration with the Law Society of Upper Canada
and the Indigenous Bar Association (IBA). In attendance
were several Indigenous Elders and community members, key legal practitioners, scholars and officials from
related industries who were able to provide invaluable
insight, comments and direction with respect to the development of the Guide. The consultation was followed
by a reception and dinner for members of the local
bench and bar that featured guest speakers The Honourable George Strathy, Chief Justice of Ontario, Law Society Treasurer Paul Schabas, and TAS Director David C.
Nahwegahbow.
After incorporating the guidance and feedback received at
the consultation session, TAS anticipates that the first iteration of the Guide will be set for publication in early 2018.

17th Annual Spring Symposium
April 25, 2018 | To learn more, click here

Advocacy Matters | November 2017 | Page 4
The opinions expressed by individual authors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policies of The Advocates’ Society

INTERVIEW

Kevin Westell, Pender Litigation
Compiled By: Laurie Livingstone, Cassels, Brock & Blackwell LLP

1.

Q. TV/movie lawyer you most relate to and why?
A. Michael Clayton: “I’m not a miracle worker, I’m a janitor.”

2.

Q. What drives you insane?
A. The daily activities of the 45th President of the
United States of America.

4.

Q. Podcast recommendation?
A. “Pod Save America” & “Judge
John Hodgman.”

6.
7.
8.

5.

3.

Q. What gives you sanity?
A. Watching cartoons with my 3
year old.

Q. Any pre-game rituals before court?
A. Meditation!

Q. Pets: Yes? No? What kind?
A. Lola, a 13 year old grey house cat and Zola, a 3 year old black Bouvier Poodle Cross. They do not
get along.

Q. Restaurant recommendation
for out of town counsel?
A. “Bao Bei” in Chinatown is fantastic.
Q. During your commute to work
you are ...?
A. Trying to avoid getting caught peeking at my cell phone while driving.

9.

Q. Most proud
moment as a
litigator?
A. Starting a new
firm (Pender Litigation) with three
great colleagues
this past summer.

10.

Q. Favourite
vacation spot?
A. I’m not familiar
with the term,
“vacation.”

Continued on page 7
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INTERVIEW (cont’d)

11.

Q. Most embarrassing moment as a litigator?
A. Tipping over the courtroom water jug twice in the course of a single court day.

12.

Q. What word or phrase do you most overuse?
A. I often find myself cringing at the repeated appearance of the phrase “kind of” in my trial transcripts. It’s kind of a drag.

13.

15.

Q. Other than files, name 3 things
that are always on your desk?
A. A picture of my son, a copy of Sopinka’s Evidence text and a replica of Jim
Rockford’s 1978 Pontiac Firebird fom
the “Rockford Files.”

14.

Q. Your key to staying healthy in a stressful profession?
A. Litigation can be isolating. Maintaining a
supportive group of colleagues will keep you
thriving and laughing through bad days and
tough cases.

Q. A person in the profession you look up to?
A. Bob Wright Q.C. (Crown) and Richard Peck, Q.C. (Defence) still represent the gold standard for
criminal law in our province. As well, I’m endlessly impressed by Lisa Ridgdale of Hakemi Ridgedale,
a fantastic civil litigator.

16.

Q. Preferred social media
platform?
A. Instagram.

18.

Q. A food you
can’t stand?
A. Radishes. Why
do people eat
them?

19.

17.

Q. How long from the time you wake up in the
morning to the time you first look at your phone?
A. Oh god. It’s instant.

Q. Your best advice for young litigators just starting out?
A. Teach. Even if you’re a relatively new at the profession you
can gain something by sharing your skills and knowledge with
those less experienced than you. The process of teaching (and
preparing to teach) keeps you sharp.

THE SIX WORD CHALLENGE
Q. Using six words, no more, no less, finish this sentence
A. Reflecting on the past year, I’m most grateful for… Walter Elliott Westell, my greatest achievement.
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LAW QUIZ

Who Said That? … TV Lawyer Quote Quiz
Match the quote to the correct TV lawyer.
1. “Lawyers, we’re like health insurance. Hope you don’t
need it. But man-o-man, not havin’ it? No…”

A. Patty Hewes, Damages

2. “I don’t speak asshole.”

B. Louis Litt, Suits

3. “Punctuality is the best aphrodisiac.”

C. Alicia Florrick, The Good Wife

4. “Kids are like clients. They want all of you, all the time.”

D. Matt Murdock, Daredevil

5. “C’mon, we hate all our clients. It’s good to hate, allows
us to overcharge and still sleep at night.”

E. Jimmy McGill, Better Call Saul

6. “I think this will make more sense if I get more wine.”

F. Denny Crane, Boston Legal

Answers: 1-E; 2-D; 3-B; 4-A, 5-F; 6-C

We know you have stories to tell.
Share what you know and become a mentor today.
Click here to make your profile on our Mentoring Directory.
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TAS PHOTO GALLERY

Fall Convention
Singers: Jim Photoglo, Victoria Shaw, Gary Burr

Vancouver Fall Social

Vancouver Fall Social

Vancouver Fall Social

Fall Convention

Fall Convention

Celebrating Advocacy, Rama 2017

Vancouver Fall Social

Vancouver Fall Social
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